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Early Years Training Days   
SUMMER 2019 

 

Our training is aimed at all practitioners, including teachers & support staff, in Early Years settings 

Cost: £135 per person per course (to book, please see separate booking form) 

Training days run from 9.30am – 3.30pm – (Registration from 9.00am) 
 

 

         

Creativity in the Early Years 

Anni McTavish 

Wednesday 15th May 2019 
 
 
 

The characteristics of creativity and critical thinking are important 
processes that underpin all areas of learning and development. 
As well as promoting well-being, self-confidence and flexibility, 
these qualities link to executive functioning and can help children 
transform their understanding. But how does creativity develop, 
and in what ways can we support and nurture this in the babies 
and young children who we work with? 
 
Through a lively mixture of practical activities, film and discussion, 
participants will have the opportunity to: 
 

 Think about the science and research behind creativity and 
creative learning and what goes on in the brain during this 
process; 

 Discuss some of the key differences between critical 
thinking and being creative; 

 Consider ways in which their own creativity influences 
practice and review positive strategies to support children’s 
creative thinking further. For example, engaging in 
sustained shared thinking and ‘serve and return’ 
interactions; 

 Reflect on a host of inspiring ideas to support babies and 
children to experience the awe and wonder of the world and 
enhance their environments for creative learning.  

 
Anni McTavish trained originally as a fine bookbinder and ran 
her own business as a designer hat-maker. In the late 1980s she 
began volunteering in an under fives setting as an artist educator, 
and went on to study early years, later becoming both a deputy 
and Headteacher. Specialising in the arts and creativity, she now 
works across the UK and Europe as a workshop leader, presenter 
and consultant. An Associate of Early Education, she has been 
involved in a wide range of initiatives, including The Creative 
Thinking and Learning Project with Sheringham Nursery in the 
London Borough of Newham. She has written numerous articles 
and books and is particularly interested in engaging with 
practitioners to support young children’s emotional health, 
creativity, resilience and well-being.  
 
 

Are you ready? 
Exploring School Readiness 
Tamsin Grimmer 

Wednesday 12th June 2019 
 

We often celebrate children’s ‘firsts’ – the first smile, the first 
wave, the first time they crawl, walk, or talk and one hugely 
celebrated milestone, the first time they go to school. Starting 
school is, in itself, not controversial, but the age at which children 
begin to study has sparked many debates and whether children 
should be primed to be ready for school is one of the hottest 
topics in early childhood education.  We are told that the EYFS 
promotes teaching and learning to ensure children’s ‘school 
readiness’ but what does this mean in terms of our children? 
 

This course will explore the idea of school readiness and what 
this means within early childhood education and place it within the 
context of the characteristics of effective learning.  It will consider 
the perspective of schools, families and preschools and draw 
upon research and policies.  The day will be a mix of input and 
practical activities to enable you to reflect upon your own practice.  
 

Delegates will have opportunities to: 
 

 Understand and explore different perspectives in relation to 
school readiness; 

 Consider partnerships between settings, parents and 
schools; 

 Understand the factors that support effective transitions for 
children and parents; 

 Consider the practical elements relating to sharing 
information, coordinating pre-entry meetings and liaising 
with professionals where a child has additional needs;  

 Reflect upon their practice through self-evaluation & review. 
 

Tamsin Grimmer is an early years’ director for Linden Learning 
and a part-time lecturer at Bath Spa University.  As an 
experienced consultant and trainer, she is passionate about 
young children’s learning and development and is fascinated by 
how very young children think.  She believes that all children 
deserve practitioners who are inspiring, dynamic, reflective and 
passionate about teaching them.  Tamsin is particularly interested 
in play, active learning, promoting positive behaviour and using a 
coaching approach to develop leadership within the early years.  
She is also the author of 'School Readiness and the 
Characteristics of Effective Learning'. 
. 

Leading or Following? The complex role 
of the early childhood educator 

Julie Fisher 
Wednesday 26th June 2019 
 

Early childhood education demands adults who are sensitive to 
individual children, to their needs, their fascinations and their 
preferred ways of learning.  At any moment we may need to 
demonstrate, to facilitate, to challenge and encourage. Knowing 
which role to adopt is a crucial, and often underestimated, skill.  
Recently, the role of the early childhood educator has become 
even more challenging due to increasingly prescriptive external 
expectations, requiring different approaches from the more 
familiar support of the child-led agenda. 
 

Drawing on extensive DVD material, this course will address the 
benefits of both adult-led and child-led learning and will consider 
whose purpose these different agendas are serving. 
 

Issues addressed: 

 The differing benefits of adult-led learning and child-led 
learning, for the adult, as well as the child; 

 How can practitioners be clear about who is leading the 
learning, and why? 

 How this role changes when leading the learning and when 
following the child’s lead; 

 How can practitioners be confident they are using 
appropriate strategies to maximise the learning potential in 
both situations? 

 How practitioners can ensure their managers are equally 
aware of the different roles adopted in the early years 
classroom. 

 

Julie Fisher is an independent Early Years Adviser and visiting 
Professor of Early Childhood Education at Oxford Brookes 
University. During her career, she was an Early Years Adviser in 
Oxfordshire for 11 years, a lecturer in early childhood education 
at the University of Reading and has taught children from 3 to 12 
years of age, including being headteacher of two urban, multi-
cultural schools.  
 

In her work, Julie draws on her own research projects which 
engage her in constant contact with practitioners and children. 
She is a well-known and respected author and a recipient of the 
prestigious Nursery World Lifetime Achievement Award for her 
contribution to early childhood education. 
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