
 

Dorking Nursery School and Children’s Centre 

 

 

Understanding the offer in 

the 3-5s Nursery 

 

 

What are priority sessions at nursery? 

As a school-run nursery, we are given funding to enable a small number of      

children to attend for 25 hours a week rather than 15 hours a week, therefore 

attending for 5 hours each day. These are children who the Governing Body has 

deemed require a priority place using a set criteria.  These children will come 

from 8.45am until 1.45pm every day. A hot meal is provided for these children 

for a small charge, currently £2.20* per day (*from September 2016) unless 

the child is eligible for Free School Meals, in which case there is no charge.  

 

All Admissions to Dorking Nursery School 

and Children’s Centre are allocated in accordance with 

the Nursery Admission Policy as detailed by the    

Governing Body and Surrey Local Authority  

 

West Street, Dorking, RH4 1BY 

01306 882397  

                admin@dorking.surrey.sch.uk 

mailto:reception@dorking.surrey.sch.uk


What nursery sessions will I be offered for my child? 

Every child allocated a place in the 3-5s Nursery will be able to access their 15 hours free 

entitlement at our nursery. As a school-run nursery, this is offered over 5 days a week, 

either 5 mornings or 5 afternoons.  We cannot allow this to be accessed flexibly, ie, over a 

mix of mornings or afternoons, and the full 15 hours entitlement must be used.  The     

morning session is from 8.45am – 11.45am and the afternoon session is 12.30pm – 3.30pm. 

 

What do I do if I want my child to attend more than their 15 hours? 

We have a range of ‘extended sessions’ that are on offer to purchase in the nursery.   

Lunchclub – this is between 11.45am and 12.30pm. Therefore, a child who attends in the 

morning can extend their session to include lunchclub, going home at 12.30pm instead of 

11.45am, or a child who attends in the afternoon can come in prior to their session for 

lunchclub, arriving at 11.45am instead of 12.30pm. This price includes a hot school meal.  

Lunchclub can be a regular session for your child, or a one-off session. 

Extended days – an extended day is when you can buy the other half of the day that your 

child does not normally attend. For example, if your child’s attends in the morning, you can 

extend their session to include lunchclub and the afternoon session, therefore going home 

at 3.30pm.  Alternatively, if your child comes in the afternoon, you can extend their               

session to include the morning session and lunchclub, therefore arriving at 8.45am. 

As with lunchclub, our extended day can also be purchased on a regular or one-off basis.  

Please note terms and conditions apply to all our extended sessions. 

 

 

What is the 30 hours childcare that I have heard of? 

From September 2017, the Government are introducing new entitlement totalling 30 hours for              

working families (15 hours free entitlement plus 15 hours additional entitlement). This is not available 

to everyone.  Parents need to be working a minimum of 16 hours per week, equivalent to the national 

living wage up to a maximum of £100,000 per year.  In a couple both parents must be working/in a 

single parent household, the single parent must be working.   

 

How will I know if I am eligible? 

If you think you meet the working criteria listed above, you will be required to access a code from 

the Department of Work and Pensions.  We only have a limited number of places that we can offer 

for the additional entitlement; therefore, you may not be able to access this at our nursery even if 

you are entitled to do so. 

 

If I am offered a place for the additional entitlement, how does it work? 

Everyone will be offered their first 15 hours over 5 mornings or 5 afternoons as detailed above.  If 

you are offered one of our places for the additional entitlement, it will be made clear which session 

this applies to, either over the 5 mornings or 5 afternoons. This is because families may find they are 

no longer eligible for the additional hours during the year and therefore, will need to revert back to 

their 15 hour free entitlement session.  We are only able to offer the additional entitlement at the 

same time as the free sessions, either from 8.45am- 11.45am or 12.30pm – 3.30pm.  During 11.45am 

and 12.30pm parents can opt to take their child home for lunch, or purchase a lunchclub session as 

detailed above.  

 

I do not want my child to come for all the additional hours; can they come for a few extra 

sessions instead with this entitlement? 

Unfortunately, as with the free entitlement, children have to access all 15 hours of their additional 

sessions;  we cannot 

offer this flexibly.  

Therefore parents 

can choose for their 

child to attend for 15 

hours (free sessions) 

or a total of 30 hours 

(free plus additional 

sessions). 

If you want one or 

two additional               

sessions, we suggest 

you chose the 

‘extended day’ option 

as detailed above, as 

these can be pur-

chased flexibly.   


