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Dear parents and carers 

 

So much has happened at Nursery since the January Newsletter.  I always love the spring term, as 

this is a time when the children return after Christmas settled in their routine and they begin to 

fly in their learning.  With half term approaching next week, it marks the half way point of the 

year already.    We are closed next week here at West Street, however, our Goodwyns Road site 

will be open on Monday, Tuesday and Thursday mornings for Under 5s Stay and Play between 

9.30am and 11.15am if you wanted to drop in .  Don’t forget both sites are closed on Monday 19th 

February for staff INSET Day.   

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Aviva Grant Winners! 

We are delighted to be winners for the 

second year of the Aviva Grant.  We will 

receive a grant of £1,000 towards the 

development of our outdoor areas in the 

Nursery and the Children’s Centre. This 

money will be added to our FOND 

donations.  Thanks so much to everyone 

who voted for us – we received a total of 

1,040 votes this year and are planning to 

aim higher next year and go for more 

votes and a higher grant!   

 

FOND met a few weeks ago and are going 

to be sending out their own Newsletter 

soon.  They are keen to seek your views 

and ideas for 

fundraising.   

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Monday 12th February – Friday 16th February – 

Half term – Nursery Closed 

Monday 19th February – INSET Day – Nursery 

Closed 

Monday 26th February – Book Week 

Thursday 1st March – World Book Day 

Monday 19th March – Friday 23rd March – Mums 

and Grandmas Week 

Thursday 29th March – last day of term  

Friday 30th March – Friday 13th April – Easter 

holidays – Nursery Closed  

Monday 7th May – May Bank Holiday – Nursery 

Closed 

Monday 28th May – Friday 1st June – Nursery 

Closed 

Friday 29th June – INSET Day – Nursery Closed  

Thursday 19th July – last day of nursery sessions 

Friday 20th July – Family Picnic – 10.30am – 12pm 

 

 

http://www.dorkingnurserychildrenscentre.org.uk/


Parent Survey 

The 3-5s had a good response rate of 58%. 

 Families agree/strongly agree that the information received prior to starting, open 

afternoon, open evening, home visit and settling in process were informative and a useful 

part of the induction process. 

 A few positive comments:- 

o Thank you for all that you do, DNSCC for our boy and our family. x  

o You have wonderful staff. Your fab as you are so no improvements needed   

o Keep up the amazing work!!!!  

o All members of staff worked well together to ensure children settled in well. 
We know you are keen to find out what a typical day at Nursery is like. The answer to that question 

is; ‘there is no typical day!’ However, we will be sharing photos and examples of what the children 

get up to during their day in forthcoming Newsletters. Don’t forget to log into your Tapestry 

account from time to time, as this will give an insight into what your child is up to also.  

We also willl be looking at our procedures at the start of the term for giving parents feedback and 

an opportunity to talk to their key person. With 60 children and approximately 5 staff, this is 

really tricky, but we will look at ways to do this moving forward.  

 

Sensory Workshop 

Would you like to know more about sensory difficulties?  Then come along to an informative and 

practical session looking at all our senses and how some children experience them differently.  It 

will give you some useful strategies for dealing with sensory difficulties and point you in the 

direction of helpful resources.  Wednesday 28th February - 9.30-11.30am.  To book a place, talk to 

Becky or email her at reception@dorking.surrey.sch.uk  

 

That’s Surrey TV 

It seems as if our social media presence is working!  Incase you 

missed it we appeared again on That’s Surrey TV a few weeks ago. 

They were sharing our great news about our Aviva Grant win!  Visit 

our website to watch 

http://www.dorkingnurserychildrenscentre.org.uk/news/thanks-

thats-surrey-tv  

 

Dads and Grandads Week 

Thank you to all the wonderful Dads and Grandads who came 

into Nursery to spend time with the children. They certainly 

enjoyed it.  Thanks to those Dads and Grandads too for 

giving us some 

feedback – we will 

certainly take this 

into account for 

our Mums and 

Grandmas Week in March.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.dorkingnurserychildrenscentre.org.uk/news/thanks-thats-surrey-tv
http://www.dorkingnurserychildrenscentre.org.uk/news/thanks-thats-surrey-tv


Forest School 

The children have collected lots 

of natural resources to make mud 

pies and potions.  They used their 

imagination to create magic spells, 

including turning lots of the 

adults into grogs.  Something 

must have worked, because the 2-

3s children have been in the 

woodland this week and actually 

found some! 

 

They used their excellent problem solving skills to get the 

water from the watering can without actually picking it up! 

 

Their learning continued back into the classroom, with lots of 

small world activities taking place.  

 

 

 

New team member 

Welcome to Kelly who has been with us in the 

Nursery since the start of January.  Kelly 

joins our team permanently after half term 

as a Nursery Nurse.  She will also be key 

person to some of our families. Kelly has a 

wealth of experience working with young children.   I am sure you will join me 

in congratulating her on her new post and welcoming her to the Dorking 

Nursery family.   

 

 

 

Breakfast and Lunchclub 

Don’t forget about lunch club each day. If you would like your child to attend 

lunch club, it is from 11.45am – 12.30pm each day and costs £8.50 which includes 

the price of the hot meal. If your child is settled at 

nursery and at lunch club and you need to drop them off 

earlier, then why not try our Breakfast Club, open from 

8am – 8.45am each morning.  £5 per session. Please talk to 

Joanna or Sarah if you are interested.   

 

 

GENERAL REMINDERS 

Donations  

£5 termly voluntary contribution – please can I remind all families about their £5 termly donation 

to the nursery fund.  This supports the costs of additional resources, experiences such as Forest 

School, cooking and even our recent visit from the Zoolab! If you have not done so yet, we would be 

very grateful if you could make a donation to us so we can continue to provide the very best for 

your child. 

 



Tissues – achoo!  We ask families to donate a box of tissues to us, this means more money in the 

budget for other things, and helps us keep noses clean! 

 

Attendance – as a school we have to monitor the attendance patterns of the children. This will also 

be taken into account by the Governing Body when offering priority places in the 3-5s.  Our 

Medical Policy states that children who are generally unwell should not be in the nursery and should 

not return until they are fit to participate in normal activities; this includes playing outside and 

with water activities.  We do not ‘keep children inside’, if they are not well enough to join in all the 

activities, then they should not be in school.  

 

Coats, coats, coats – parents may not realise the amount of time their children spend outside 

when they are with us! They love exploring the environment outside, therefore, it is vital they have 

a named coat in Nursery each day – even if it looks sunny in the morning.  It is also important your 

child is suitably dressed for the weather inside, with long sleeves and vests.  Please make sure you 

have updated your child’s ‘change of clothes bag’ for the season and don’t forget to check this 

regularly! 

 

Voice of the child 

During lunchtime last week, one of the children was talking to one of the adults about ‘what adults 

do…’, she turned around and said; “grown ups don’t have much fun do they…and that’s sad”. 

 

Children’s Centre 

Don’t forget about our Children’s Centre leaflet for the spring term, 

if you have not got one, then please pick one up from the drop boxes 

outside the front office.  As always, there is lots going on at both 

the West Street site and the Goodwyns Road site ranging from 

activities for you and your child as well as parenting courses.   

 

Zoolab 

The children welcomed the 

creatures from Zoolab, quite 

literally with  ‘open arms’! We 

were all fascinated by Brian, the 

albino snail, many opted to 

stroke, whilst others were brave 

enough to hold him and take a really close look at the 2 eyes 

on the top of his head that looked like antennae, 2 noses at 

the bottom and marvelled at the thought of 10 thousand tiny 

teeth on his tongue! Tiffany the cockroach was 

next, the children giggled at the thought of her 

eating literally anything, we also discovered that 

she has 2 brains, one in the head and one in the 

stomach! Felicia, the rose tarantula came after, we 

looked really carefully at this one, no touching, but 

we did see the red and pink on her. We then 

watched Max 

the giant 

millipede walk 

on his 150 

legs, the 



children decided whether they thought he would move 

quickly or slowly with so many legs, the 150 legs tickled 

liked a hairbrush as he walked over the children’s hands. 

Finally we met Tango, a beautiful corn snake, the children 

were amazed at how soft he was to touch and how really, 

really long he was, they also commented on how he kept 

sticking out his tongue, which they 

learnt is how he smells. What an 

exciting day! 

 

As with Forest School, the learning continues back in the classroom – one of 

the children used their imagination to make a millipede at the ADT area!  

She recalled that the millipede has lots of legs which are ‘tickly’.  She used 

straws for the legs and tube for the body.  She stuck lots of pictures 

around her millipede and said these were its ‘presents’!     
 

 
 

Library 

Thanks again to Julia and Amy, librarians from 

Dorking Library for coming to visit and share 

stories and songs with the children!  They loved 

it! 

 

Anne is having the chop! 

Anne (Nursery Nurse) has been growing her hair 

for some time, all with the intention of getting it 

cut! In March, she will be having her hair cut and 

donating it to the Little Princess Trust, a charity that provides real wigs free of charge for 

children and young people who have sadly lost their hair to cancer and other illnesses.  If you would 

like to sponsor her, then visit her Just Giving page; https://justgiving.com/fundraising.anne-

ferrett3  
 

 

 

Finally, don’t forget to follow us on social media, Twitter, Facebook and Instagram 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Regards 

Donna Harwood-Duffy 

Headteacher 

 

 

https://justgiving.com/fundraising.anne-ferrett3
https://justgiving.com/fundraising.anne-ferrett3

