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Early Years Training Days    
Summer 2015 
 

Our courses are aimed at all practitioners, including teachers and support staff, in Early Years settings 

                                                                      For Costs and Booking Conditions, see separate booking form 
 

                                                                                                 Our conferences run from 9.30am – 3.30pm 

 

‘No Two Children are the Same’ 

Fintan O’Regan    
Wednesday Wednesday Wednesday Wednesday 22nd April22nd April22nd April22nd April    2015201520152015    
 
 
 
‘An obvious statement, however some children are more different 
and demanding than others. This presentation will consider both 
the challenges and opportunities that some children present in the 
early years. We will also consider a management model for 
learning and behaviour focusing on the key issues of mood and 
motivation.  This presentation will explore some of the risk factors 
that result in non-traditional learners and demystify a range of 
behavioural terms including ASD, ADHD and ODD. Key 
management options will be outlined to respond to these issues in 
terms of Structure, Flexibility, Respect, Relationships and Role 
Models.’  
 

• Girls’ and Boys’ Behaviour and Learning 

• Mood and Motivation Management 

• Introduction of the SF3R Management Model 

• Demystifying a range of key Behaviour terms 

• Systems, Strategies and Stories 
• Effective communication with parents and carers 

 
Fintan O’Regan is one of the leading behaviour and learning 
experts in the UK and Europe.  He was the Head of the Centre 
Academy regarded as the first specialist school in the UK for 
teaching and managing ADHD. Fin has been working for over 10 
years as an independent behaviour and SEN consultant for a 
range of schools and organisations. He lectures for Leicester 
University, the National Association of Special Needs and the 
Institute of Education and is currently a member of the Special 
Education Consortium Steering Committee and the ADHD 
Partnership. He has written a number of books on the subject of 
ADHD, behaviour and learning and is known both nationally and 
internationally for his powerful and entertaining presentations.  
 
 
 
 
 

What Children’s Bodies Need 

Penny Greenland 
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Babies and children love to move - full-bodied and whole-hearted. 
Adults often (unwittingly) stop them, or reduce the amount of 
movement that these little bodies would love to engage in. 
 

This course explores the links between movement, development 
and learning and asks just how we can be Helpful Adults when it 
comes to supporting what children’s bodies need. 
 

The day includes: 
 

• some simple underpinning theory and new ways of 
understanding the body, brain and movement; 

• practical exploration of key milestones (… some will surprise 
you); 

• a five-part framework to guide planning, observation and 
assessment; 

• practical ways to support children to get more of what they 
need in a play-based, and child-led approach; 

• time to think about how simple changes might enhance your 
practice and the opportunities your setting offers. 

 
Penny Greenland MBE is director of JABADAO. Between 1998 
and 2009 she and the team created Developmental Movement 
Play, a fresh approach to supporting children’s physicality in the 
early years. She is a dancer and author of Hopping Home 
Backwards: body intelligence and movement play, and a 
contributor to a number of text books for early years practitioners. 
Her work is inspired by a total commitment to play as the highest 
form of learning and research we humans can engage in. She 
trains early years practitioners across England and Wales. and 
models movement play in Children’s Centres - and in “The Tig” - 
JABADAO’s touring, purpose-built inflatable movement play 
space. 

 
 
 
 
 

Schemas and the Characteristics of 

Effective Learning 

Stella Louis    
Wednesday Wednesday Wednesday Wednesday 10101010thththth    JuneJuneJuneJune    2015201520152015    
 
Schemas link directly to how the young brain develops and grows 
and are a vitally important element of young children's 
development and learning. They are a way of describing common 
behaviour patterns in seemingly unrelated activities. Schemas 
help us to describe in more detail the way in which a child is 
approaching and following through a self-initiated task. This helps 
us to understand children's play better and to better provide 
appropriately for each individual. Schemas operate at different 
levels and are most likely to be observed in spontaneous play. A 
knowledge of schemas gives us a language for describing the 
complexities and connection within children's play. 
 
The objectives of the course are: 
 

• To understand how schemas and stages of schemas link to 
the characteristics of effective learning; 

• To understand how to identify schemas in children’s 
thinking; 

• To understand how best to respond to children’s motivation 
and lines of thinking in order to plan appropriate next steps. 

 
Stella Louis M.A is an Early Years Consultant who has worked 
as a nursery nurse, nursery manager, NNEB course coordinator 
and Early Years training coordinator. She wrote her first book in 
2008 on understanding schemas and has had articles published 
in Nursery World and Early Education. Stella is a Froebelian 
trained traveling tutor working in the UK and South Africa. 
 
 
 
 
 


