
Newsletter 

3-5s Nursery February 2016 

Dear Parents and Carers 

February already!  2016 seems to be going in a flash.  January has been another busy month 

at nursery, with Zoolab, Dad’s/Grandads Week, and freezing temperatures! 

 

Joanna is recovering well from her operation, She is on track to be back with us after half 

term. Marian has done a wonderful job leading the 3-5s team with a ‘woman’ down all term!  

I am sure you will join me in wishing Joanna well and we all look forward to seeing her soon. 

The children have made her a wonderful card which Marian and I took her—it certainly 

cheered her up! 

 

Donations galore! 

As you know, our raffle raised £650!  We have also recently received a donation of 

£1,051.50 from the Salfords based company, Prater.  

One of our parents in the 2-3s works for this company 

and they make a charitable donation each Christmas 

and we were the 

lucky recipients!  I 

was actually quite 

excited about the 

presentation of the 

‘giant cheque’! 

We have decided to use all this money for the benefit of 

all the children across the Nurseries and Children’s Centre 

and are looking to purchase a hammock/swing for the soft 

play area.  

We also received a £500 donation from Scott’s of                   

Dorking, the jewellers.  This donation is for SEN                         

resources, so El, Pam and the team have been busy                       

collating their shopping list of resources to use across the whole Centre. Some of Pam’s 

children and staff went to visit Scott this week to say ‘thank you!’ 



Job Vacancies 

We are looking to recruit a Clerk to our Governing Body. This is a really important                         

administration role for the Governors.  The job is approximately 2 hours per week,  term 

time only, although tends to go in waves through the term depending when meetings arise.  

The pay is based on Surrey Pay scales at £10.91 per hour. Applicants must be organised, 

computer literate and be experienced at taking minutes.  I will be putting out another                

advert for this soon, but if you are interested, please let me know! 

 

Reminders 

Please can I remind parents/carers to check children’s bags daily for letters, messages and 

to check spare clothes. We have had a number of parents recently tell us they were                 

unaware of an event taking place.  All the relevant information is in letters and on                   

Parentmail.   

 

Can I also remind parents to let us know in person (or by telephone) if it is a different           

person collecting your child, even if they have collected them before and know the              

password.  We will not let children go with someone (even if they know the password) if you 

have not informed us.   

 

Fostering 

Surrey Fostering have asked us to include 

the following our newsletter.   

 

 
You may have seen in the news recently that there is 

a national shortage of foster carers, with the Foster-

ing Network estimating that a further 9000 are                      

needed this year. The situation in Surrey does reflect 

the national picture, we desperately need more                    

foster carers to meet the needs of children in care in 

Surrey.  

 

Monday 29 February 7-9pm at Esher High School, 

More Lane, Esher KT10 8AP  

Come along to a fostering open evening where f              

oster carers, fostered young people and care leavers 

will talk about what it is like to foster and be fostered 

with Surrey County Council's fostering service. 

There is no need to book, you can just turn up. 

There is no obligation to take your interest further.  



 Dads and Grandads Storytelling Week  

What a busy week it was last week!  We 

welcomed 10 Dads and Grandads into the 

nursery to play and share stories with the 

children. Some of the feedback includes;  

‘I could not believe how well the children 

were involved in the activities and enjoyed 

themselves’, ‘It was interesting to                       

experience a typical morning! The children 

seemed very happy and the staff were             

extremely attentive.  Overall there was 

a lovely atmosphere! 

A huge thank you to everyone for                        

giving up their time to us. 

 

 

 

 

 

Zoolab 

We also  experienced our annual Zoolab visit last week.  The 

children love this day and experience holding and learning about 

lots of different animals,  including millipedes, Geoff the     

Cockroach Brian the giant snail and this year even Saffron the 

rat! 

The children all go out of their comfort 

zone to look, be close to or even touch a 

different animal.  This work has been                

continued back in the nursery with                

drawings, paintings and endless                               

discussions about the animals! 

Thank you to everyone who donated £1 

towards the cost of this.  The remainder 

of the fee has been paid from the FOND 

donations last year.   



  

The millipede feels like a 

hairbrush on my hand!

Florence 

I think cockroaches eat 

apple and quiche! Morgan 

It can’t be a snail, its too 

big, it must be a turtle! Jack 



From the nursery 

Pam’s children have been making fruit salad and experimenting with different food.  Michelle asked 

one of them; ‘would you like some fruit salad?’, to which he replied, ‘I’ll have the fruit, but not the 

salad, thanks!’  I think most of us would have to agree with him on this!   
 

How to help at home 

We have been dancing round the nursery in our Dragon costumes, singing 

songs and saying “Happy New Year” in Cantonese.  We shared the story 

about Chinese New Year at our Group times. Do ask your child to tell you how all the different                   

animals crossed the river and how they helped each other. 

This is the Year of the Monkey, so why not sing some Monkey songs at home. How about “Five little 

monkeys, jumping on the bed?”  We’ve been practising picking up slippery noodles with chopsticks 

and getting really good at it. If you have some chopsticks (or tweezers) at home, have a try at      

picking up all sorts of things like beads, coins, rice or peas. Have a race to see who can fill their                

little container first. It’s great fun and also helps to develop your child’s fine motor control (and 

yours!). We’re also really keen to make all kinds of dragons. Do save your junk   boxes at home and 

let your child create their own dragon. You can choose together lots of different 

things to stick on: lids, strips of paper (we love cutting long strips), buttons,              

sparkles, pasta, feathers and so on. Why not take a picture of your dragon and 

bring it in to show at Group time, together with a Home Learning sheet.  On  

Tuesday 9th February  there will be a special lunch to celebrate Chinese New 

Year with Chinese chicken and Fortune cookies for dessert.  

 

School Admissions 

If your child is turning 4 in this academic year then you should have completed your school                    

admission application.  You will hear from the Local Authority, if you live in Surrey and applied on 

line in the evening of Monday 18th April.  If you have not heard anything by Tuesday 26th April, 

then you must contact Surrey.  If your child has another year with us at Dorking, you will soon               

receive your letter regarding your sessions.   
 

Diary Dates 

Wednesday 10th Feb and 9th March—Conversation Café (for EAL families), 9.30-10.30am—West 

Street 

Wednesday 24th Feb and 23rd March, 10am-11am—Speech and Language Advice  session—West 

Street 

Saturday 6th Feb, 10am—12pm—Dads Group—Goodwyns Road site 

Mon 15th—Fri 19th Feb—Half term 

Tuesday 1st March—Parent Evening 7pm 

Saturday 5th March, 10am—12pm—Dads Group—Goodwyns Road site 

 

Best Wishes 

Donna Harwood-Duffy 


